A 13 year old girl presented with several swellings in the right side of the scalp of 2 months duration which were fluctuant and non-tender.
Figure 1: Swellings in right side of scalp
There was no history of pain or tenderness over the swellings, no history of trauma or pricks to the head and no history of fever, headache, cough, vomiting or involuntary movements. She had received multiple courses of antibiotics for this complaint over the last 2 months without any improvement. There was no history of contact with tuberculosis. _________________________________________ . However, it has been previously reported in a 13 year old girl 3 . In our patient, CT scan showed osteomyelitis of right temporal, right parietal and occipital bones. Accurate diagnosis is based on bacterial cultures and histopathology but prolonged bacterial cultures in anaerobic conditions are necessary to identify the bacterium 1 . Typical microscopic findings include necrosis with yellowish sulphur granules and filamentous Grampositive fungal-like pathogens 1 . In our patient histopathology showed skin with fistula lined by inflammatory granulation tissue and focally a haematoxyphilic collection of actinomyces filaments. Optimal treatment includes a 6-12 month course of high dose Benzyl penicillin or amoxicillin 1 . Our patient was treated with intravenous benzyl penicillin for 6 weeks and we are continuing with oral penicillin for 6 months.
